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He imagined that we would admire him; but he was
much astonished when we answered that he was boast-
ing of having become a wolf,—it is the [2541i.e., 250]
boast of a wolf, and not of a man, we told him,
to eat a great deal. ‘‘If thou hadst said that thou
hadst skillfully fashioned a canoe, a wolf would not
dispute with thee this praise; but, if thou gloriest in
eating, thou art less than a wolf or a dog.’”” All the
others began to laugh, and my poor man was much
embarrassed.

On the 16th of the same month of April, many
Savages, having returned from the interior, as-
sembled, according to their custom, upon the banks
of the great river. Makheabickhtichion brought six or
seven of their principal men to us, to hear our doc-
trine explained. After being seated and having
smoked their pipes, for it is thus they begin and end
the greater part of their operations, I spoke to them
regarding three points: One, their chimerical belief,
refuting their vague notions; another, the reality of
a God; and the third, his justice, which I tried to
prove by natural reasons. The most prominent one
among them, having heard me very attentively, re-
plied that, as to their doctrine, they did not have so
much certainty about it, nor were they greatly at-
tached to it. In fact, when one propounds to them
some argument that overthrows their belief, they
are the first to laugh at the simplicity of their fore-
fathers for having believed such absurdities and
childish notions.

[255 i.e., 251] As to the other points, the unity of
a God, and his justice, he replied that their minds
could not attain to such knowledge, that they had
not enough judgment to discern what happened after



